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States to recognize that energy security is a
national security issue and that oil is a pow-
erful weapon and to develop an energy strat-
egy that promotes alternatives to imported
petroleum to meet the goal of independence
from foreign petroleum within five years;
and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the presiding officers of each
house of Congress and to each member of
Congress from Pennsylvania.

POM–639. A resolution adopted by the
House of the General Assembly of the State
of Rhode Island relative to slave labor/forced
labor discussions in Bonn and Washington;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

Whereas, Poland was attacked by the Ger-
man Army on September 1, 1939; and

Whereas, Poland was attacked by the So-
viet Army on September 19, 1939 and which
joined forces with the German Army in cele-
bration at Brest-Litovsk on the River Bug;
and

Whereas, Poland was the object of the se-
cret protocols of the Molotov-Ribbentrop
Pact as slated for the unprecedented state
sponsored program of ethnic cleansing by the
Nazi’s and the Soviets; and

Whereas, The Soviets deported nearly two
million Poles to the Gulags and Siberia; and

Whereas, The Germans forced nearly 2.4
million Polish citizens from their homes to
the German Third Reich Complex of nearly
7000 camps; and

Whereas, Chancellor Shroeder has ac-
knowledged the failings of past settlements
to provide equal compensation for all Polish
citizens unlike the Russians who refuse to
acknowledge any responsibility; and

Whereas, There are citizens of the United
States that survived the German and Soviet
Programs of Ethnic Cleansing against the
Polish Nation; and

Whereas, President Clinton has named
Deputy Secretary of the Treasury Stuart
Eizenstat as Chairman of the State Depart-
ment Negotiating Team for resolving the
issue of the German Accountability to the
victims of the Nazi work programs; and

Whereas, No Polish Americans representa-
tion was allowed at the current negotiations
as a spokesman on behalf of Polish American
survivors; and

Whereas, By reason of not permitting Pol-
ish American representation, the State De-
partment has full responsibility for the cur-
rent state of negotiations; and

Resolved, That Polish Americans’ desire
that the German Government bring closure
to the living survivors of the Nazi atrocities;
and be it further

Resolved, That the German Government
and the German Industrial Complex which
profited immensely from the slave/forced
labor program make certain that this final
settlement shall establish both an industrial
and a Bundestag approved Government fund;
and be it further

Resolved, That the German Government
and German industry shall ensure that the
industrial fund and the approved Bundestag
fund combined or separately shall be com-
prehensive and sufficient in value to equally
compensate all surviving victims of the
Agrarian, Industrial, Municipal and Service
slave/forced labor programs; and be it further

Resolved, That the State Department and
Deputy Secretary of the Treasury has a man-
date from Polish American survivors to
make this final agreement fair, equitable
and all inclusive; and be it further

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be
and he is hereby authorized and directed to
transmit a duly certified copy of this resolu-
tion to the President of the United States,

the Presiding Officers of both branches of
government, and to Stuart Eizenstat Under-
secretary of the Treasury and Chairman of
the State Department negotiating com-
mittee for Holocaust Victims.

f

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. REED:
S. 3261. A bill to provide for the establish-

ment of an HMO Guaranty Fund to provide
payments to States to pay the outstanding
health care provider claims of insolvent
health maintenance organizations; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. JEFFORDS:
S. 3262. A bill to amend the Communica-

tions Act of 1934 to make inapplicable cer-
tain political broadcasting provisions to
noncommercial educational broadcasting
stations; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. LOTT (for Mr. ASHCROFT):
S. 3263. A bill to designate a portion of the

federal budget surplus to create and fund the
Children’s Classroom Trust Fund to increase
direct education funding and expand local
control of education; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. LOTT (for Mr. ASHCROFT):
S. 3264. A bill to ensure that individuals

with histories of mental illness and other
persons prohibited from owning or possessing
firearms are stopped from buying firearms
by requiring instant background checks
prior to making a firearms purchase, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

f

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

Mr. REED:
S. 3261. A bill to provide for the es-

tablishment of an HMO Guaranty Fund
to provide payments to States to pay
the outstanding health care provider
claims of insolvent health maintenance
organizations; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

HMO GUARANTY ACT OF 2000

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce legislation that I
hope will help states which have been
stricken by managed care plan failures
to overcome the devastating effects of
such an event on the health insurance
sector.

Over the past several years, we have
seen an alarming upswing in the num-
ber of HMO failures across the nation.
According to Weiss Rating, Inc., the
nation’s only provider of financial safe-
ty ratings for HMO’s, the number of
HMO failures grew 78 percent between
1998 and 1999. Furthermore, Weiss
found another 10 HMO’s were at high
risk of failure due to mounting losses
and capital deficits. The growing finan-
cial instability we are seeing in the
managed care market has serious rami-
fications for state insurance regu-
lators, not to mention hundreds of
thousands of Americans who rely on
these plans for their health care.

In light of this volatility in the
health insurance market, I believe that

the Federal Government can be a con-
structive and stabilizing force for
states dealing with the aftermath of an
HMO liquidation. The legislation I am
introducing today would create a
mechanism that would provide an
added layer of protection for providers
and subscribers when a participant in
the health insurance market fails. Spe-
cifically, the bill establishes an HMO
Guaranty Fund, which would be used to
pay outstanding health care providers’
claims for uncovered expenditures and
to fulfill contractual obligations made
prior to an HMO’s bankruptcy. For
those families left without health in-
surance, the fund would also subsidize
temporary coverage for subscribers as
they seek alternative sources of health
insurance.

Many states have responded to a
health plan insolvency and the unpaid
bills they leave behind by creating a
temporary fund designed to at least
partially reimburse hospitals and pro-
viders for the expenses incurred during
the course of providing care to pa-
tients. These guaranty funds are typi-
cally financed by levying a fairly siz-
able fee on the remaining health insur-
ers in the state. While this may work
in some cases, it is not necessarily ap-
propriate in every circumstance. In
other words, not every health care pro-
vider and subscriber has the oppor-
tunity to access this kind of guaranty
fund.

For instance, when Harvard Pilgrim
Health Plan of New England failed in
my home state of Rhode Island, there
was discussion of setting up just such a
fund. However, the extremely small
size of our insurance market and the
few plans that remained in operation
simply could not support a bailout of
this magnitude. Fortunately, the
Rhode Island Insurance regulator was
able to reach an agreement with the
Massachusetts parent organization of
Harvard Pilgrim to pay outstanding
provider and hospital claims. Unfortu-
nately, other States might not be as
lucky.

It is my view that the Federal Gov-
ernment may be better positioned than
an individual State to spread the risk
and the premiums required to subsidize
the fund across health insurance plans
operating around the country. Further-
more, it would also enable both ERISA
and non-ERISA plans to be covered
under a nationally-based standing
fund.

I hope the legislation I am intro-
ducing today will mark the beginning
of an ongoing discussion that will ex-
plore some of the issues surrounding
the financial health of HMO’s in this
Nation. In closing, Mr. President, while
it is unlikely that action will be taken
on this legislation late in the session. I
look forward to working with inter-
ested organizations as well as my col-
leagues to strengthen and enhance the
legislation I submit today.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.
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